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The Late Mattia Pascal – Chapter 1 –
“My name is Mattia Pascal”
⏱ Tempo di lettura: 10 min

The Late Mattia Pascal – Chapter 1 – “My name is Mattia Pascal”. Mattia Pascal is portrayed in an
old library, immersed in papers, books and reflection, in a scene inspired by the opening of the

novel.
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In the opening chapter of The Late Mattia Pascal, Mattia begins with the
one certainty he once believed impossible to lose: his own name. From
that apparently simple statement Pirandello immediately opens the

https://www.pirandelloweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/the-late-mattia-pascal-chapter-1-my-name-is-mattia-pascal-pirandelloweb.jpg
https://link.amazon/B03ZI4h7h
https://link.amazon/B03ZI4h7h
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VbCVDfpCBtxIfzgEYY1z


The Late Mattia Pascal – Chapter 1 – “My name is Mattia
Pascal”

| 2

central problem of the novel — what remains of a person’s identity when
even the name by which society recognizes him can no longer be securely
claimed?

▶ Summary   ▶ Analysis

◀ Preface
Chapter 2 ▶

Translated from the Italian by Arthur Livingston [1883-1944].

The Late Mattia Pascal
Chapter 1

“My name is Mattia Pascal”

from Project Gutenberg Australia

One of the few things, in fact about the only thing I was sure of was my name:
Mattia Pascal. Of this I took full advantage also. Whenever one of my friends or
acquaintances so far lost his head as to come and ask me for a bit of advice on
some matter of importance, I would shrug my shoulders, squint my eyes, and
answer:

“My name is Mattia Pascal!”

“That’s very enlightening, old man! I knew that much already!”

“And you don’t feel lucky to know that much?”
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There was no reason why he should that I could see.  But at the time I had not
realized what it meant not to be sure of even that much–not to be able to answer on
occasion, as I had formerly answered:

“My name is Mattia Pascal!”

Some people surely will sympathize with me (sympathy comes cheap) when they
try to imagine the immense anguish a poor man must feel on suddenly discovering
… well, yes… just a blank; that he knows neither who his father was, nor who his
mother was, nor how, nor when, nor where, he was born–if ever he was born at
all…. Just as others will be ready to criticize (criticism comes cheaper still) the
immorality and viciousness of a society where an innocent child can be treated that
way.

Very well! Thanks for the sympathy and the holy horror! But it is my duty to give
notice in advance that it’s not quite that way. Indeed, if need should arise, I could
give my family tree with the origin and descent of all my house. I could prove that I
know my father and my mother, and their fathers and mothers unto several
generations, and the doings, through the years, of all those forebears of mine
(doings not always to their untarnished credit, I must confess).

Well then?

Well then! It’s this way. My case, not the ordinary one, by any means, is so far out
of the ordinary in fact, that I have decided to recount it.

For some two years I held a position–mouse-catcher and custodian in one–in the
so-called Boccamazza library.  Away back in the year 1803, a certain Monsignor
Boccamazza, on departing from this life, left his books as a legacy to our village. It
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was always clear to me that this venerable man of the cloth knew nothing whatever
about the dispositions of his fellow-citizens.  I suppose he hoped that his
benefaction, as time and opportunity favored, would kindle a passion for study in
their souls. So far not a spark has ever glowed therein, as I may state with some
authority, and with the idea of paying a compliment, rather thannot, to my
fellow-townsmen. Indeed, our village so little appreciated the gift of the reverend
Boccamazza that it has, to this day, refused money even for putting his head, neck,
and shoulders into marble; and for years and years the books he left were never
removed from the damp and musty store house where they had been piled after his
funeral. Eventually, however, they were transported (and imagine in what
condition!) to the unused Church of Santa Maria Liberale, a building which, for some
reason or other, had been secularized. There the town government entrusted them
to any one of its favorites who was looking for a sinecure and who, for two lire a
day, was willing to care for them (or to neglect them if he chose), and to stand the
noxious odor of all that mildewed paper.

This plum, in the course of human events, fell to me, and I must add that the first
day of my incumbency gave me such a distaste for books and manuscripts in
general (some of those under my charge were very precious, I am told) that I should
never, never, of my own accord, have thought of increasing the number of them in
the world by one.But, as I said, my case is a very strange one; and I now agree that
it may prove of interest to some chance reader, who, in fulfillment of Monsignor
Boccamazza’s pious hope, shall some day wander into the library and stumble upon
this manuscript of mine. For I am leaving it to the foundation, with the
understanding that no one shall open it till fifty years after my _third, last, and final 
death.

There you have it, exactly! So far I have died twice (and the Lord knows the extent
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of my regret, I can assure you): the first time I died by mistake; and the second time
I died… but that’s-my story, as you will see….

Summary of Chapter 1

Mattia Pascal begins his memoir by recalling that one of the few things he had
always considered completely certain was his own name. Whenever friends came to
him seeking advice, he would jokingly answer that his name was Mattia Pascal, as
though this were the only fact he could safely affirm.

Only later does he understand how important even such a modest certainty can
become. His extraordinary experience will place him in the paradoxical condition of
no longer being able to rely upon the identity that once seemed obvious.

Mattia clarifies that his case is not the conventional mystery of a man who does not
know his parents, birthplace or ancestry. On the contrary, he knows his family
history perfectly well. What makes his situation extraordinary is that circumstances
will separate him from the name and social existence that belong to that history.

He then introduces the Boccamazza Library, where he worked for about two years
as custodian and, as he jokes, almost as a “mouse-catcher”. The library originated
from the books left to the town in 1803 by Monsignor Boccamazza, who had hoped
to encourage a love of learning among the local population.

That hope was never fulfilled. The townspeople showed little interest in the
collection, and the books were left for years in damp and neglected conditions
before being transferred to the deconsecrated church of Santa Maria Liberale.

The municipal authorities eventually turned the library post into a modest sinecure.
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Mattia received the position and initially developed such a dislike for books and
manuscripts that he would never have imagined adding another volume to the
world.

His own story, however, seems exceptional enough to deserve preservation. He
therefore decides to write it and leave the manuscript in the library for some future
reader who might one day discover it.

Mattia imposes one remarkable condition: the manuscript must not be opened until
fifty years after his third, last and final death. The statement immediately reveals
the paradox on which the entire novel will depend.

He has already died twice. The first death happened by mistake; the second was
deliberately created by Mattia himself. The explanation of those two deaths will
constitute the story that follows.

Analysis of Chapter 1

The name as the first certainty

The novel begins not with an action but with a name. This choice immediately
identifies identity as the central problem of the narrative. A name seems to belong
naturally to the person who carries it, yet it is also a social form through which that
person is recognized by others.

Mattia’s later experience will show that even this apparently elementary possession
can become unstable.
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Identity is more than private consciousness

Mattia knows perfectly well who his parents were and where he came from. His
crisis therefore does not concern memory or biological origin.

The problem is social recognition. A person may know who he is inwardly and
nevertheless lose the external conditions that allow that identity to exist publicly.

The retrospective narrator

Mattia tells the story after its decisive events have already occurred. The narrator is
therefore separated from the younger versions of himself whose experiences he
recounts.

This distance allows him to look back on his own life with irony, self-criticism and
philosophical detachment. He is at once the protagonist of the story and the
observer of the man he once was.

The Boccamazza Library

The neglected library is more than a comic setting. It becomes the place from which
Mattia reconstructs his identity through writing.

Books that have been abandoned by the town surround a man who, in another
sense, has also been abandoned by his official identity. The library therefore creates
an ironic correspondence between forgotten texts and the narrator who has
survived his own social death.
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Writing as a new form of existence

Mattia cannot simply recover a stable place in ordinary life, but he can tell the story
of how that stability was lost. The manuscript becomes a new way of giving form to
an existence that no longer fits easily into legal or social categories.

Writing therefore performs a function that the name alone can no longer perform: it
preserves continuity between the different versions of Mattia Pascal.

The irony of the library

Pirandello intensifies the humour by making Mattia write his memoir in the very
place that had originally made him dislike books. The man who had no desire to
contribute another manuscript to the world eventually produces one because his
own life has become stranger than fiction.

The three deaths

The request that the manuscript remain closed until fifty years after Mattia’s third
death creates the first major narrative mystery. At the same time it transforms
death into something more complex than biological extinction.

Mattia can “die” while remaining physically alive because identity also depends
upon documents, recognition, relationships and the beliefs of other people.

The first death by mistake

The brief announcement that Mattia’s first death occurred by mistake prepares the
central accident of the novel: society will accept another man’s corpse as Mattia
Pascal’s body.



The Late Mattia Pascal – Chapter 1 – “My name is Mattia
Pascal”

| 9

The fact that a mistaken identification can effectively erase a living person already
suggests how fragile social identity really is.

The second death by choice

The second death is even more significant because Mattia himself will create it.
Having first been accidentally liberated from one identity, he will later attempt to
eliminate the identity he has invented for himself.

The opening chapter therefore contains, in compressed form, the whole architecture
of the novel: one man, several identities and repeated attempts to escape the forms
that define him.

The Late Mattia Pascal - Index

▶ 1904 – The Late Mattia Pascal⏱ Tempo di lettura: 21 minPublished in 1904, The Late
Mattia Pascal is one of Luigi Pirandello's most important novels and one of the clearest expressions
of his reflection on...

▶ Appendix 1921 – Pirandello’s Preface⏱ Tempo di lettura: 15 minAdded to the 1921
edition of The Late Mattia Pascal, Pirandello's Preface turns the apparent improbability of Mattia
Pascal's story into a broader reflection on...

▶ Chapter 1 – “My name is Mattia Pascal”⏱ Tempo di lettura: 10 minIn the opening
chapter of The Late Mattia Pascal, Mattia begins with the one certainty he once believed
impossible to lose: his own name. From...

▶ Chapter 2 – “Go to it,” says Don Eligio⏱ Tempo di lettura: 12 minIn Chapter 2 of
The Late Mattia Pascal, Mattia explains why he has decided to write his story at all. Among the
dust and disorder...

▶ Chapter 3 – A mole saps our house⏱ Tempo di lettura: 21 minIn Chapter 3 of The
Late Mattia Pascal, Mattia turns back to his childhood and to the slow decline of the Pascal family.
After the...

▶ Chapter 4 – Just as it was⏱ Tempo di lettura: 37 minIn Chapter 4 of The Late Mattia
Pascal, Mattia becomes caught in a web of desire, deception and retaliation involving Pomino,
Romilda, Oliva and Battista...

▶ Chapter 5 – How I was ripened⏱ Tempo di lettura: 37 minIn Chapter 5 of The Late
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Mattia Pascal, the consequences of Mattia's marriage become fully visible. Poverty, domestic
hostility and bereavement reduce his first life...

▶ Chapter 6 – … Click, click, click, click…⏱ Tempo di lettura: 34 minIn Chapter 6 of
The Late Mattia Pascal, chance suddenly breaks into Mattia's exhausted existence. Leaving home
almost without a plan, he reaches Monte Carlo...

▶ Chapter 7 – I change cars⏱ Tempo di lettura: 29 minIn Chapter 7 of The Late Mattia
Pascal, the impossible suddenly becomes real: while travelling home from Monte Carlo, Mattia
reads in a newspaper that...

▶ Chapter 8 – Adriano Meis⏱ Tempo di lettura: 35 minIn Chapter 8 of The Late Mattia
Pascal, Mattia begins the deliberate construction of another man. He changes his appearance,
receives the name “Adriano Meis”...

▶ Chapter 9 – Cloudy weather⏱ Tempo di lettura: 23 minIn Chapter 9 of The Late Mattia
Pascal, the exhilaration of Adriano Meis's freedom begins to fade. After a year of wandering, Mattia
feels the...

▶ Chapter 10 – A font and an ash-tray⏱ Tempo di lettura: 29 minIn Chapter 10 of The
Late Mattia Pascal, Adriano Meis finally tries to exchange wandering for a settled life in Rome. The
Paleari household introduces...

▶ Chapter 11 – Night… and the river⏱ Tempo di lettura: 42 minIn Chapter 11 of The
Late Mattia Pascal, Adriano Meis discovers the emotional limits of the freedom he once celebrated.
His growing attachment to Adriana...

▶ Chapter 12 – Papiano gets my eye⏱ Tempo di lettura: 32 minIn Chapter 12 of The
Late Mattia Pascal, Pirandello brings together two central problems of the novel: the instability of
modern consciousness and the instability...

▶ Chapter 13 – The red lantern⏱ Tempo di lettura: 31 minIn Chapter 13 of The Late
Mattia Pascal, Adriano Meis spends forty days in darkness after the operation on his eye. The
physical confinement becomes...

▶ Chapter 14 – Max turns a tricks⏱ Tempo di lettura: 23 minIn Chapter 14 of The Late
Mattia Pascal, the séance in the Paleari household becomes a mixture of manipulation, comedy,
desire and genuine uneasiness. Papiano...

▶ Chapter 15 – I and my shadow⏱ Tempo di lettura: 32 minIn Chapter 15 of The Late
Mattia Pascal, daylight destroys the illusions that had seemed possible in the darkness. Mattia can
no longer deny his...

▶ Chapter 16 – Minerva’s picture⏱ Tempo di lettura: 47 minIn Chapter 16 of The Late
Mattia Pascal, the consequences of Adriano Meis's legal non-existence become impossible to
conceal. After the theft of twelve thousand...

▶ Chapter 17 – Reincarnation⏱ Tempo di lettura: 27 minIn Chapter 17 of The Late Mattia
Pascal, Adriano Meis is abandoned and Mattia Pascal attempts to return to life. Leaving Rome after
staging Adriano's...

▶ Chapter 18 – The late Mattia Pascal⏱ Tempo di lettura: 38 minIn the final chapter of
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The Late Mattia Pascal, Mattia returns to Miragno expecting his resurrection to overturn the life
that continued without him. Instead...

◀ Preface
Chapter 2 ▶

▶ Pirandello in English
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